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Drama
Course Description
In this year-long course, students will study all aspects of drama. In addition to
performing scenes, monologues, and conducting scene study, class work will
include improvisation, playwriting, scene direction, focus exercises, basic
stagecraft, and non-performing jobs in theatre. Students will read a variety of
plays and scenes. Students will explore the history of theatre, and all students are
required to work on the Fall Play in either a performing or non-performing role.
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Drama
Unit Calendar
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Drama
History of Theatre
Cedar Grove High School
Week 1 - Week 24
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which
the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn
between them.
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric
to advance that point of view or purpose.
Writing
W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
W.9-10.2a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
W.9-10.2b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge
of the topic.
W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to
display information flexibly and dynamically.
Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
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on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and
deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of
the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis;
provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas,
or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of
the text.
Writing
W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
W.11-12.2a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element
builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
W.11-12.2b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the
audience’s knowledge of the topic.
W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
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new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.
W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience
Language
L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
L.11-12.5a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the
text.
L.11-12.5b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
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L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important
to comprehension or expression.

NJ: 2014 NJSLS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout
history.
1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on societal
norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts disciplines
(dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural
context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
Enduring Understandings
 Drama originated in Egypt for religious purposes.
 The Greeks produced the first scripted, plot
driven plays.
 There are many long standing theatre traditions.
 An abundance of various cultures have
contributed to theatre.

Essential Questions
 What can theatre's past tell us about the present?
 Why have we kept some of the traditions that
have originated with theatre and discarded
others?
 How many different cultures and epochs have
defined our current theatre?

Content
 Theatre origins and purpose
 Development of theatre
 Cultural development of theatre
 Future of theatre

Skills
 Identify types of stories that would have been
presented as theatrical productions.
 Trace the development of theatre from
education to entertainment.
 Determine why theatre changed from an
educational venture to a financial one.
 Compare how theatre developed in different
cultures almost simultaneously.
 Evaluate the uniqueness of how each
culture presented its performance and
conveyed the intended lesson.
 Predict what the purpose of theatre will be in
the present century.
 Predict how theatre presentation will change in
the next several decades.
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessment
 Dramatization

Summative Assessment
 Verbal checkpoints and quizzes
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Class Discussions

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Discussion
 Note-taking
 Questioning

Resources
 Text
 Lecture Notes
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Drama
Defining Drama, Theatre, and Acting
Cedar Grove High School
Week 1
Stage 1: Desired Results

NJ Standards
2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Literature
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course
of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

Language
L.9-10.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).
L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
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Reading: Literature
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Language
L.11-12.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.5b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important
to comprehension or expression.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the
cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded
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clues to substantiate the hypothesis.
Enduring Understandings
 Theatre is a living organism.
 Plays, theatre, and acting combine to
allow an audience to suspend disbelief in
order to explore a variety of human
experiences.

Essential Questions
 What is the difference between acting and
performing?
 What is the difference between theatre and the filmed
media (television and film)?

Content
 Tragedy and Comedy
 Theatre
 Acting

Skills
 Define tragedy/comedy.
 Define theatre.
 Define acting.
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Summative Assessment
 Quiz
 Brief quiz to check on the understanding of the definitions of Drama, Theatre, and Acting.
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Active listening
 Note taking
 Questioning

Resources
 Text
 Notes
 Experience
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Drama
Theatre Terms and Stage Directions
Cedar Grove High School
Week 1 - Week 24
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Literature
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal
tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
L.9-10.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
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L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Literature
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.

Language
L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.
L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
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1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre,
and visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the
cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded
clues to substantiate the hypothesis.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of
the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works of dance,
music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.
Enduring Understandings
 The language of the theatre enables the
performers and the entire production team
to communicate on a common level.

Essential Questions
 Why is it important to have a working knowledge
of the language of theatre?
 How will these terms apply to skills needed outside
the theatrical world?

Content
 Basic directions used during the blocking of a
play
 The common language of theatre
 The origins and necessities of these terms

Skills
 Define terms related to blocking.
 Discuss how these terms are used during the rehearsal
period of a play.
 Demonstrate blocking.
 Convey the language between the actors and
directors.
 Discuss how these terms have developed and changed
in the world of theatre.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Assessments
 Visual Arts Project
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Block a play
Stage 3: Learning Plan

Learning Activities
 Practice blocking
 Block one another in a scene
 Rehearse scenes
 Perform scene

Resources
 Various plays and scenes
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Drama
All Performance Techniques
Cedar Grove High School
Week 1 - Week 40
Stage 1: Desired Results

NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
Writing
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.
W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

15

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of
the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis;
provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging
Writing
W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
16

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the
cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship,
cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of
the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works of dance, music,
theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.
1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a work of
art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact perceptions of
its significance/meaning.
1.4.12.B.3 Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of
technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and performers
around the world.
Enduring Understandings
 Mastery of acting is a compilation of several
different techniques previously established by
the acting community.

Essential Questions
 How does one decide what technique will best serve the
development of characterization?
 Will techniques differ depending on the character, genre,
or requirements of a director?

Content
 Common techniques used by all actors to
enhance performance
 Various techniques actors can use
 Physical and mental techniques
 Applied defined and described techniques

Skills
 Research different techniques and the professional actors
that use them.
 Discuss the techniques in the class.
 Illustrate the purpose for using different techniques.
 Discuss the difference of one technique compared to
another.
 Demonstrate or view the different techniques.
 Discuss physical techniques.
 Discuss mental techniques.
 Demonstrate how they differ.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Formative Assessment
 Dramatization
17



Perform various scenes, increasing in difficulty as the class moves forward.
Stage 3: Learning Plan

Learning Activities
 View instructional videos of professional
actors discussing acting techniques.
 Use students to demonstrate preparation.
 Put the techniques into practice rehearsing
various scenes.

Resources
 Videos
 Text
 Various scripts
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Drama
Theatre Forms
Cedar Grove High School
Week 2 - Week 20
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both
print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
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listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a
problem.
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.
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SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.1 Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre in Western
and non-Western theatre traditions.
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
1.2: History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of
the arts throughout history and across cultures.
A. History of the Arts and Culture
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout
history.
1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on societal
norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the
cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship,
cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
Enduring Understandings
Essential Questions
 There are several variables that determine
 What variables determine the appropriateness of a
the appropriateness and effectiveness of a
theatre form?
tragedy, comedy, musical, or improvisational  What are the pros and cons of a production of each
piece.
theatre form?
 How does culture determine the success or failure of
a production of a given genre?
Content
 Types of theatre forms

Skills
 Define forms, e.g. drama, comedy, musical,
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Origins of theatre forms
Obsolete forms still in use today and those 
of the past

International forms of theatre vs.
American





improvisational, etc.
Discuss the time, place, and appropriateness of each
form.
Research the origin of each form.
Sequence the forms.
Differentiate forms still used and ones that are
obsolete.
Speculate why forms have become popular and others
have become obsolete.
Research theatre of other cultures.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Formative Assessment
 Oral assessments
 Oral confirmation for understanding of
theatre forms

Summative Assessment
 Written Test
 Quiz on forms of theatre

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Note Taking
 Research
 Discussion
 Critique
 Cultural Diversity

Resources
 Texts
 Media Center
 Videos
 Scripts
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Drama
Theatre Etiquette
Cedar Grove High School
Week 3
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1b Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and
deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
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2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural
context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
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Enduring Understandings
Essential Questions
 Proper etiquette in a theatre enhances the
 What is the connection or relationship between the
entire audience experience.
audience and the performers?
 Performers have a responsibility to engage in  How do the rules of etiquette differ for the
proper theatre etiquette.
audience as opposed to the performer?
Content
 Theatre etiquette
 Importance of etiquette to both the audience
and the performers
 Performance vs. audience etiquette

Skills
 Define theatre etiquette.
 Explain the importance of accepted rules for
performers and audiences.
 Connect the effects from audience to performer and
performer to audience of etiquette.
 Demonstrate the effects on fellow performers.
 Demonstrate how etiquette can enhance or detract
from the theatre experiences from others in the
audience.
 Clearly define and delineate the rules for an audience
as opposed to a performer.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Formative Assessment
 Oral assessments
 Oral confirmation of etiquette
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Visual participation
 Class participation and demonstration
 Listening
 Appropriate behavior in specific settings
 Work ethic
 Group harmony

Resources
 Notes
 Text
 Video
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Drama
Professionalism and Rehearsal Habits
Cedar Grove High School
Week 4 - Week 12
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
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are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.
SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
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NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded
clues to substantiate the hypothesis.
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship,
cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a work of
art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact perceptions of
its significance/meaning.
Enduring Understandings
 A good work ethic along with accepted
theatrical habits will result in an effective
rehearsal.

Essential Questions
 What personal qualities contribute to professionalism
and a good work ethic?
 How does a performer develop the proper habits
necessary for a quality reputation?

Content
Skills
 Professionalism
 Give examples of professionalism.
 Rehearsal habits
 Explain the difference between financial
professionalism and behavioral professionalism.
 Professionalism and good rehearsal habits as
they affect future earnings and parts offered  Demonstrate good rehearsal habits as opposed to
poor rehearsal habits.
 Explain the importance of these habits and how it is a
permanent record that will stay with the performer.
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
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Assessments
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Demonstrating
 Acting
 Forming good work habits
 Work ethic
 Discipline

Resources
 Scripts
 Demonstration
 Video
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Drama
Careers in Drama That Do Not Include Performance
Cedar Grove High School
Week 4 - Week 34
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
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are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.
SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Standard 9: 21st Century Life and Careers
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NJ: Grade 12
9.3 CTE: C. Arts, A/V Technology, & Communications Career Cluster
9.3.12.AR.1 Analyze the interdependence of the technical and artistic elements of various careers within the
Arts, A/V Technology & Communications Career Cluster.
9.3.12.AR.2 Analyze the importance of health, safety and environmental management systems, policies and
procedures common in arts, audio/video technology and communications activities and
facilities.
9.3.12.AR.3 Analyze the lifestyle implications and physical demands required in the arts, audio/visual
technology and communications workplace.
9.3.12.AR.4 Analyze the legal and ethical responsibilities required in the arts, audio/visual technology and
communications workplace.
9.3.12.AR.5 Describe the career opportunities and means to achieve those opportunities in each of the Arts,
A/V Technology & Communications Career Pathways.
PERFORMING ARTS (AR‐PRF)
9.3.12.AR.PRF.7 Describe how technology and technical support enhance performing arts productions.
9.3.12.AR‐PRF.8 Analyze all facets of stage and performing arts production management.
Enduring Understandings
 There are a variety of jobs available that
contribute to a successful production but
do not involve performance.

Essential Questions
 How does one who does not desire a stage career
still acquire gainful employment in the theatrical
world?

Content
Skills
 Jobs in the world of theatre that do not
 List jobs
involve performance or appearing in front  Define each one of these and what they
of an audience.
entail, emphasizing responsibilities, necessary
education, desired and necessary skills, importance,
and earning potential.
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Assessments
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Note Taking
 Questioning

Resources
 Notes
 Charts
 Text
 Experience
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Drama
Reading a Play Critically
Cedar Grove High School
Week 8 - Week 38
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course
of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal
tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in
which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are
drawn between them.
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric
to advance that point of view or purpose.
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing
W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
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RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of
the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis;
provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas,
or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of
the text.
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing
W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
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perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to
add interest.

Language
L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.1 Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre in Western
and non-Western theatre traditions.
1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
1.2: History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of
the arts throughout history and across cultures.
A. History of the Arts and Culture
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout
history.
1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on societal
norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.1 Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, original
characters, and technical theatrical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
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1.4.12.A.1 Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the
cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded
clues to substantiate the hypothesis.
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship,
cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of
the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works of dance,
music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.
1.4.12.B.3 Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of
technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and
performers around the world.
Enduring Understandings
 Not all plays are equal. The critical reader
has the ability to discern the difference
between well written and poorly structured
plays.
 Professional reviews, either positive or
negative, are not an indication of creativity,
quality, and expertise

Essential Questions
 How do we distinguish between a well written play
and a poorly structured piece?
 What elements of the play determine the quality of
a play?
 Why are reviews not always a measure of the true
quality, creativity, and expertise of a play?

Content
 Reading several different genres of plays
(comedy, drama, melodrama, classic, etc.)
 Analyzing for all aspects of a play as a
director and a performer
 Reading a critique of plays

Skills
 Define important aspects of play
 Explain contents necessary to a well-written play
 Explain contextual differences of each genre of
play
 Define actor responsibilities
 Define director responsibilities
 Analyze play from a minimum of two different
points of view
 Form an opinion on the piece(s) read
 Research what professionals have written about
the play
 Compare professional critiques to student
critiques

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Assessments
Stage 3: Learning Plan
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Learning Activities
 Reading
 Note taking
 Forming opinions and intelligently
articulating them
 Critical analysis
 Oral presentation
 Questioning

Resources
 Scripts
 Media Center
 Computers
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Drama
Analysis of Performances
Cedar Grove High School
Week 8 - Week 32
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1b Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines,
and individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.

Language
39

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.1 Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre in Western
and non-Western theatre traditions.
1.1.12.C.3 Apply the basic physical and chemical properties (e.g., light, electricity, color, paint, scenic
construction, costumes, makeup, and audio components) inherent in technical theatre to safely
implement theatre design.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded
clues to substantiate the hypothesis.
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, craftsmanship,
cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of
the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works of dance,
music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.
1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a work of
art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact perceptions of
its significance/meaning.
Enduring Understandings
Essential Questions
 Performance e.g. acting, set, costumes,
 How does one eliminate subjectivity from analysis?
makeup, performance, sound, etc., serve
 Who is responsible for various decisions in the
as the structural elements of a play.
performance process?
 Objective is essential for a comprehensive
analysis of any production in any genre.
Content
 "Live" performances on video or DVD
 All aspects of the performance

Skills
 Watch plays
 Identify all aspects of performance - acting, directing,
sets, costumes, makeup, sound, etc.
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Decisions making process




Critique each aspect of the performance
Identify who is responsibility for various decisions in
the performance process

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Formative Assessments
 Written Report
 View several amateur and professional performances and, in written form, analyze the positives
and negatives of the performances.
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Active watching
 Note taking
 Critique
 Decision making
 Multi-tasking
 Questioning

Resources
 Videos
 Notes
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Drama
Character Analysis and Development
Cedar Grove High School
Week 10 - Week 36
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course
of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literacy nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 910 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.
W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
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and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.
SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
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Writing
W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.
W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.
SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Language
L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
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C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.1 Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, original
characters, and technical theatrical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
Enduring Understandings
 Physical, mental, and emotional aspects of
the character serve as the foundation for a
complete portrayal of any character.
 Characterization can be deconstructed
enable the actor to understand his
character and the audience to empathize
with the character.

Essential Questions
 How does an actor recall emotions in order to be a
character and not just act like a character?
 How can an actor build a character that does not have
the same physical, mental, or emotional make-up of
the actor?
 Where does an actor find how other characters feel or
react towards his character even though he is not part
of a given scene?

Content
 Character Development
 Development of other performers
 Who is the character is and what is the
character's relationship to other
characters
 All physical, mental, and emotional
aspects of the character

Skills
 Read scripts
 Analyze various characters
 Develop chosen characters
 Study professional character development
 Apply professional skills to own development
 Research script for evidence of character
 Explore character relationships as related to other
characters
 Identify hints in scripts which will allow performer to
find nuances of character
 Logically and systematically develop all mental,
physical, and emotional aspects of the character

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
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Summative Assessments
 Personal Project
 Choose a character from a play we have read or from a play of your own choosing and write a
character analysis, including vocal, physical, and mental characteristics
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Listening
 Research
 Comparison
 Development of character
 Performance
 Group dynamics

Resources
 Scripts
 Video
 Notes
 Lecture
 Performance space
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Drama
Tech
Cedar Grove High School
Week 18 - Week 36
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
Reading: Narrative Text
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
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RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Language
L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
1.1.12.C.3 Apply the basic physical and chemical properties (e.g., light, electricity, color, paint, scenic
construction, costumes, makeup, and audio components) inherent in technical theatre to safely
implement theatre design.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Standard 9: 21st Century Life and Careers
NJ: Grade 12
9.3 CTE: C. Arts, A/V Technology, & Communications Career Cluster
9.3.12.AR.1 Analyze the interdependence of the technical and artistic elements of various careers within the
Arts, A/V Technology & Communications Career Cluster.
9.3.12.AR.2 Analyze the importance of health, safety and environmental management systems, policies and
procedures common in arts, audio/video technology and communications activities and
facilities.
9.3.12.AR.3 Analyze the lifestyle implications and physical demands required in the arts, audio/visual
technology and communications workplace.
9.3.12.AR.4 Analyze the legal and ethical responsibilities required in the arts, audio/visual technology and
communications workplace.
9.3.12.AR.5 Describe the career opportunities and means to achieve those opportunities in each of the Arts,
A/V Technology & Communications Career Pathways.
PERFORMING ARTS (AR‐PRF)
9.3.12.AR.PRF.7 Describe how technology and technical support enhance performing arts productions.
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9.3.12.AR‐PRF.8 Analyze all facets of stage and performing arts production management.
Enduring Understandings
 It is necessary for all components of a
production to be in harmony in order to
achieve a quality product.

Essential Questions
 What unique talents are necessary in order to
achieve proficiency in the individual technical
fields?
 What role does each of these technical positions
play in the success of a play?

Content
 Light Design
 Costumes Design
 Makeup
 Sound Design
 Set Design

Skills
 Identify different types of lights and their purposes.
 Analyze a stage to determine how much and what
kind of lights should be used.
 Design a lighting schematic.
 Study time periods to become familiar with the
fashion of the time of a play.
 Determine how character effects what an actor will
wear.
 View how color scheme of set and costume must
intertwine.
 Design a costume plot.
 Differentiate between stage makeup and every day
makeup.
 Learn about skin tone and how base makeup must
match.
 Study how light intensity effects make-up application.
 Apply basic makeup.
 Apply makeup for effects, e.g. bruises, wounds, age,
etc.
 Differentiate tone.
 Hear how space affects sound.
 Research microphones, amplifiers, speakers, and
wiring.
 Determine placement for sound enhancement.
 Design a sound plot.
 Differentiate between construction materials for
permanent structures as opposed to stage structures.
Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Summative Assessments
 Personal Project
 Design a lighting schematic, sound schematic, set, makeup plot and block a full play.
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Design
 Active listening

Resources
 Auditorium
 Scripts
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Attention to detail
Differentiating sounds
Building
Budgets
Applying makeup
Schematics
Graphic design
Creating desired and specific looks
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Theatrical Makeup
Photos
Videos
Scripts
Microphones
Sound board
Lighting board

Drama
Directing Skills and Techniques
Cedar Grove High School
Week 20 - Week 37
Stage 1: Desired Results
NJ Standards

2014 NJSLS: English Language Arts 6-12
2014 NJSLS: Grades 9-10
Reading: Literature
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in
the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Reading: Informational Text
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Speaking & Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify,
or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
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in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

2014 NJSLS: Grades 11-12
RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading: Informational Text
RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades
11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to
add interest.

NJ: 2014 CCCS: Visual & Performing Arts
NJ: Grade 12
1.1 The Creative Process
C. Theatre
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1.1.12.C.2 Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social
dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.
1.1.12.C.3 Apply the basic physical and chemical properties (e.g., light, electricity, color, paint, scenic
construction, costumes, makeup, and audio components) inherent in technical theatre to safely
implement theatre design.
1.3 Performance
C. Theatre
1.3.12.C.1 Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, original
characters, and technical theatrical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.
1.3.12.C.2 Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, sustained vocal
technique, and clearly motivated actions.
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
A. Aesthetic Responses
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and
kinesthetic responses to artwork.
B. Critique Methodologies
1.4.12.B.1 Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of
the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works of dance,
music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.
Enduring Understandings
Essential Questions
 It is the director's responsibility to
 How much importance is placed on responsibilities
coordinate all aspects of a production, not
that do not include blocking and interaction with
just the actors'.
actors?
 A director's preparation is his most
 What preparation is necessary before rehearsals
important responsibility.
even begin to result in a successful production?
 Without a strong vision, a director cannot
have control of the production.
Content
 Responsibilities of a director
 Language used by a director
 Necessary skills needed by a director
 Student Scenes
 Blocking
 Director/Actor relationships

Skills
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Define directorial responsibilities.
Research directorial language.
Research directorial skills.
Choose scenes.
Cast scenes.
Block scenes.
Rehearse scenes, changing blocking as necessary.
Instruct on proper director/actor behavior.




Define good communication between an actor and
director.
Present scenes.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
Formative Assessments
 Directed scene
 Perform a directed scene
Stage 3: Learning Plan
Learning Activities
 Research
 Decision making
 Blocking
 Exercising authority
 Group dynamics
 Rehearsal habits
 Discipline
 Time management
 Communication

Resources
 Scripts
 Rehearsal space
 Media Center
 Videos
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