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Without addressing what happens to students educationally over the course of the 
summer, it is impossible to close the academic achievement gap. No matter how much high-
quality learning takes place over the school year, many children will still fall behind during the 
summer unless they are given the attention and resources that they will need to continue 
learning during these pivotal months. 
 

As we prepare our students for the skills that they will need to be successful in the 21st 
Century, it is imperative that we provide activities/opportunities that keep students engaged 
while helping them to build their literacy skill set. Having access to books and other 
educational resources during the summer months reinforces good learning habits and is 
critical to improving and/or maintaining the student’s academic success. Those who lack the 
opportunity to read, write, think and participate in book discussions, will continue to fall 
behind every summer; consequently, making the achievement gap too great to close. 
 

 Summer reading could also improve: 
 

 Reading and Writing Proficiencies 

 Building of Vocabulary skills 

 Development of Grammar 

 Enjoyment of Reading       
 

By providing a clear and engaging summer reading expectation, the Cedar Grove High School 
English Department hopes to promote a meaningful literacy-rich experience for all students. 
Our aim is to keep students connected to reading habits and comprehension skills that were 
practiced throughout the school year. Ultimately, our goal is to inspire the development of 
life-long readers. 
 

The following list encompasses the high school’s summer reading selections and written 
assignments which serve as a guide for strategic reading.  For each book assigned to your 
grade level, you will have to respond to specific questions and prompts. Additionally, you will 
begin the year with a unit based on the novel(s).  This unit may include quizzes, tests, written 
assignments, oral presentations, and/or other projects.  Please be prepared for a productive 
start to the new school year. 
 

Students are responsible for obtaining copies of the assigned book(s).  The Cedar Grove 
Public Library has been apprised of our selections and will make available copies of each title.  
We have also notified Barnes and Noble in Woodland Park, so our titles will be available there 
as well.  

 

                                                        Have a Great Summer! 

                                                                                                 The Cedar Grove High School English Department 
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English I 
 

Book Selection:  Choose ONE fiction OR nonfiction piece to read from the following list: 

 

Nonfiction 
 Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 
 The Color of Water by James McBride 

 

Fiction 
 Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 
 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
 My Name is Memory  by Ann Brashares  

 
Then complete the following assignment:   
  

Theme:  A theme is a recurring idea.  It is an idea that comes up constantly when reading fiction or nonfiction. 
Some examples of themes include loneliness, friendship, love, etc.  

  

 Directions:  Please keep a double-entry journal about the themes(s) that are present in the piece that you selected to 
read.  On one side, you must find 10 quotes that showcase the theme, and on the other side, you must 
explain how the quotes do in fact encompass the theme (at least 3-5 sentences). Use literary analysis skills 
to define the theme. Then, extend on which literary device is displayed: conflict, characterization, 
figurative language, symbolism, etc.   The format for these journals will look like this: 

 

Quote (Must be cited) 
(Theme of friendship) 

Analysis 

1. “Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly. 
He pushed himself back, drew up his knees, embraced 
them, looked over to George to see whether he had it just 
right. He pulled his hat down a little more over his eyes, the 
way George's hat was” (Steinbeck 10). 

1. George and Lennie have a profound friendship where George 
has taken on the role as caregiver to Lennie.  Lennie, being 
childlike, looks up to and admires George. This can be seen 
through Lennie’s emulation of George, proving that the theme 
of friendship is a prevalent one in this novel. 

 

English I Grading Rubric: 
 

 5 points 10 points 

Length Interpretations are under the 3-5 
sentence minimum requirement. 

Interpretations meet or exceed the length requirement of 
3-5 sentences per journal.  

Completion Interpretations are incomplete or 
missing. 

All theme interpretations are complete and turned in on 
time. 

Coherence Writing is haphazard and lack 
coherence. 

Interpretations are easily read and understood. 

Effort Interpretations indicate minimal effort 
and thought given. 

Interpretations show signs of clear thought and effort 
given. 

Literary 
Analysis 

Interpretations do not go into much 
detail about which literary device is 
displayed in the quote. 

Interpretations go above and beyond and are thoughtfully 
explained and analyzed.  Each motif is thoroughly defined 
and extended upon. High literary analysis skills are used.  

 
Not turning in any journals will result in zero points.    Total points: _____/50 
This assignment will count as a quiz grade. 
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English I Honors 
  

Choose ONE nonfiction novel to read from the following list: 

 

Nonfiction 
 Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 
 The Color of Water by James McBride 

 

Choose ONE fiction novel to read from the following list: 

 

Fiction 
 Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 
 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
 My Name is Memory  by Ann Brashares  

 

Then complete the following assignment:   
 

Motif (moh-TEEF): a recurring object, concept, or structure in a work of literature.  A motif may also be two 
contrasting elements in a work, such as good and evil. A motif is important because it 
allows one to see main point and themes that the author is trying to express, in order that 
one might be able to interpret the work more accurately.  
 

You will journal about these motifs as you read your novels.  
 Describe and explain the motif and how it helps develop the story.   
 Use literary analysis skills to define the motif, then extend on which literary device is displayed: theme, 

setting, conflict, characterization, figurative language, symbolism, compositional risks, plot elements, 
etc.   

 Use proper MLA heading and internal citations (noted on the sample below).  
 

The format for these journals will look like this: 
 
Name 
Date 
Teacher 
Class 
 

Motif Sample Journals: The Kite Runner 
 

Motif 
(on this side, write or underline  the motif and 

include a  citation) 

Interpretation 
(On this side, discuss the author’s purpose, tone, and your own insight…) 

1. “I sat on a bench near the willow tree” 
 (Hosseini 2).  

1. A willow tree is also known as a “weeping willow.”  Weeping 
willows are beautiful full trees with graceful spreading leaves and 
branches.  This is an example of symbolism because of the 
sadness displayed in the concept of the willow. In this example, 
the main character has just received a phone call.  A voice from 
his past.  He is thinking about an incident that happened when he 
was twelve.  There is a sadness about him.  He must have done 
something regrettable because his friend is offering him a way 
out.  I wonder who wept… 
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Your Task: Complete ten of these motif journals for each novel using the following rubric:  
 

 5 points 10 points 

Length Interpretations are under the one 
paragraph minimum requirement. 

Interpretations meet or exceed the length requirement of 
one paragraph minimum per journal.  

Completion Interpretations are incomplete or 
missing. 

All motif interpretations are complete and turned in on 
time. 

Coherence Writing is haphazard and lack 
coherence. 

Interpretations are easily read and understood. 

Effort Interpretations indicate minimal 
effort and thought given. 

Interpretations show signs of clear thought and effort 
given. 

Literary 
Analysis 

Interpretations do not go into 
much detail about which literary 
device is displayed in the quote. 

Interpretations go above and beyond and are thoughtfully 
explained and analyzed.  Each motif is thoroughly defined 
and extended upon. High literary analysis skills are used.  

**HINT--the sample journal entry is 87 words, each of your entry explanations should be a bit longer than the sample** 

 
Not turning in any journals will result in zero points.    Total points: _____/50 
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Summer Reading – Book Synopsis 
 

English 1 & English I Honors 
 

Enrique’s Journey (Adapted for Young Readers) (2006) by Sonia Nazario  
 

Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his mother, eleven years 
after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the United States. Braving unimaginable peril, 
often clinging to the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique travels through hostile worlds full of thugs, 
bandits, and corrupt cops. But he pushes forward, relying on his wit, courage, hope, and the kindness of 
strangers.   

 
 

The Color of Water (1995) by James McBride 

 
While growing up, James McBride never knew where his mother had come from. When he asked her if she 
was white, she simply replied that she was "light-skinned", triggering a long-standing confusion about his 
own racial identity. As an adult, McBride offers the reader his story by alternating between his mother's 
voice and his own 
 

 

Orphan Train (2013) by Christina Baker Kline 
 

After the loss of her family, Niamh (pronounced “Neeve”) faces a cold, bleak existence as an Irish girl on 
the streets of New York City. But what if there were a new home for her? A new family, waiting 
somewhere in the cold, unfamiliar Midwest? Like many other NYC orphans in the early 20th century, 
Niamh is quickly convinced that the Orphan Train—literally, a train full of orphans looking for families—is 
her best option. Nothing can replace the family she’s lost, but perhaps there’s happiness—and a home—to 
be found…somewhere. 

 
 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (1943) by Betty Smith 
 

The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and 
heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie 
Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired 
millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, 
the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family 
connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as 
incredibly rich moments of universal experience. 

 

My Name is Memory (2010) by Ann Brashares 
Daniel has spent centuries falling in love with the same girl. Life after life, crossing continents and 
dynasties, he and Sophia (despite her changing name and form) have been drawn together-and he 
remembers it all. For all the times that he and Sophia have been connected throughout history, they 
have also been torn painfully, fatally, apart. But just when Sophia (now "Lucy" in the present) finally 
awakens to the secret of their shared past, the mysterious force that has always separated them 
reappears. Ultimately, they must come to understand what stands in the way of their love if they are 
ever to spend a lifetime together. 

 

http://www.gradesaver.com/author/james-mcbride


6 

 

English II 
 

Please choose one of the below books. Your responses should include textual evidence, so make sure that 

you quote, paraphrase, summarize and cite page numbers. 

 

 Moloka’I by Allan Brennert (fiction) 

 Bone Gap by Laura Ruby (fiction) 

 The Bosnia List: A Memoir of War, Exile, and Return by Kenan Trebincevic (memoir) 

 I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sanchez (memoir) 
 I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak (fiction) 

 

Assignment: Please complete the following assignment after reading your book.  

 
While reading, you might want to leave post-its where you find examples of the below themes.  

 

Theme:  A theme is a recurring idea found in literature, whether the text is fiction or nonfiction.  Some 
examples of themes included in the summer selections are courage, friendship, love, and self-
reliance. You can identify other themes on your own. 

 

Directions:  You will keep a double-entry journal to reflect on the themes that are present in the book you 
chose to read.  On the left side, you will record 10 quotes that illustrate your chosen theme, and on the right 
side, you will explain how the quotes illustrate the theme (minimum 60 words per entry). If you have a quote 
within a quote – something that might occur if you include dialogue -- use ‘these’ for the inside quotes. Type 
Times New Roman 12. 
 

Quote (Must be cited) Analysis 

“She closed her eyes, tried to call to mind the 
sounds of a far tranquil ocean, the lapping of 
waves. She said, ‘I’ll find him.’ ‘Girl, I been 
lookin’ and . . . ‘ ‘I’ll find him.’” (Woodrell, 15) 

Self-reliance: When the reader meets Ree, she has already dropped 
out of school to take care of her young brothers and sick mother, who 
cannot work. After Deputy Baskin tells Ree that Jessup, her father, 
needs to appear in court so they can keep their house, she realizes she 
cannot count on anybody else to find him.  The deputy informs Ree his 
own search for Jessup has been fruitless. Ree, however, is determined 
to keep her house and her family together. She even interrupts the 
deputy to let him know she will succeed where he has not. 

“In Ree’s heart there was room for more. Any 
evening spent with Gail was like one of the 
yearning stories from her sleep was 
happening awake. Sharing the small simple 
parts of life with someone who stood tall in 
her feelings.” (Woodrell, 100) 

Friendship: The tight friendship between Gail and Ree is established 
earlier in the novel. Ree is somewhat of a loner, and her only friend, 
for she spends most of her time taking care of her family, is Gail. Ree, 
strong and self-sufficient, sees Gail as being like herself. The narrator 
does not delve much into Ree’s feelings, for they are usually revealed 
through her dialogue and behavior; so when the reader is directly told 
about Ree’s feelings for her best friend, Gayle, the reader understands 
the importance of this relationship. Ree does not have much joy in her 
life, but being with Gayle is a pleasure. 
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Rubric: 100 point Quiz Grade: In-between grades will be given. 

 
 0 Points 50 points 100 points 

Length Interpretations are between 0-

20 words each. 

Interpretations are between 20 

and 50 words each. 

Interpretations meet or exceed 

the length requirement of 60 + 

words per response  

Coherence Interpretations are 

unorganized and difficult to 

follow. 

Interpretations are partially 

organized and reader friendly. 

Interpretations are organized and 

reader friendly. 

 

Connection, 

explanation 

and accuracy 

Quotes are not chosen well 

and might be irrelevant. 

Interpretations do not go into 

any details which connect 

them to the theme and quote. 

Details and explanation are 

not accurate. 

Interpretations go into only a few 

details which connect to the 

theme and quote. Details and 

explanation are partially 

accurate. 

Quotes are well chosen. 

Interpretations go above and 

beyond expectations and are 

thoughtfully explained and 

analyzed.  Each theme is 

thoroughly defined and extended 

upon. Details and explanation are 

always accurate. 

MLA 

Guidelines 

Excerpts taken from the book 

are neither quoted nor cited 

MLA style. Not Times New 

Roman 12. 

A few excerpts taken from the 

book are quoted and cited MLA 

style. Typed. Not Times New 

Roman 12. 

All excerpts taken from the book 

are quoted and cited MLA style.. 

Typed Times New Roman 12. 

 
 

This assignment will count as a quiz grade. 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Academic Integrity and Your Summer Assignment 
 
 

Once you are finished with the assignments, please complete the Academic Integrity Form below.  
 

 Incorporated text, whether it is summarized, paraphrased, or quoted, must be cited MLA style. 

 All answers for the reading selections must be your own. Blocks or even short excerpts taken from another 
student, an online source, or published notes are considered plagiarism. 

 Failure to follow these basic tenets of academic integrity and our fair use policy will result in a grade of 
zero and a call to your parent/guardian. 

 Your assignment will not be accepted without this signed sheet and will be subject to a late grade. 
 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 
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English II Honors 
 

 The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne        

 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

 A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
 

Assignment for The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne: 
 

 Create a plot outline (NOT a summary) of this novel, including: 
- Tracing the rising action, climax, and denouement of the novel 
- Analyzing the significance of the setting of the novel and why the time, especially, is important 
- Determining the external and internal conflicts in The Scarlet Letter that form the main plot of 

the novel 
 

Assignment for A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
 

 Create a plot outline (NOT a summary) of this novel, including: 
 

- Tracing the rising action, climax, and denouement of the novel 
- Explaining why the time AND place are important to the overall plot of the novel 
- Identifying at least three different themes of this novel 

 

Assignment for A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
 

Each question must be answered in paragraph form. 
 

 Why is Fantasy/Illusion so important to Blanche? 

 How does the play illustrate the reluctance or inability of people to accept the truth? 

 Who is the most admirable character in the play? You must use information, including quotes, from the 
play to support this answer. 

 Music is quite symbolic in this play. The play has many stage directions referring to music. What music 
and songs are present in the first three scenes? How does the music relate to the characters? 

 What does light, especially the paper lantern, represent in this play? Why is the paper lantern 
important to Blanche? 
 

 
All assignments must be typed. These assignments will be graded! 
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Summer Reading – Book Synopsis 
 

English II & English II Honors 
 
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter (2017) by Erika L. Sanchez  
 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents’ house after 
high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But Julia is not your perfect 
Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga 
dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to 
acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every 
possible way Julia has failed. But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect 
as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything boyfriend 
Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s 
story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 

 
Moloka’i  (2003) by Alan Brennert 

 

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands like her father, a 
merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from 
her. Taken from her home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on 
the island of Moloka'i. Here her life is supposed to end—but instead she discovers it is only just beginning. 

 
 
 

Bone Gap (2015) by Laura Ruby  
 

Everyone knows Bone Gap is full of gaps. So when young, beautiful Roza went missing, the people of Bone 
Gap weren’t surprised. But Finn knows what really happened to Roza. He knows she was kidnapped by a 
dangerous man whose face he cannot remember. As we follow the stories of Finn, Roza, and the people of 
Bone Gap, acclaimed author Laura Ruby weaves a tale of the ways in which the face the world sees is never 
the sum of who we are. 

 
 

I Am the Messenger (2006) by Markus Zusak  
 
Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a future. He's pathetic at playing cards, hopelessly in 
love with his best friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-drinking dog, the Doorman. His life is one 
of peaceful routine and incompetence until he inadvertently stops a bank robbery. That's when the first ace 
arrives in the mail. That's when Ed becomes the messenger. Chosen to care, he makes his way through town 
helping and hurting (when necessary) until only one question remains: Who's behind Ed's mission? 
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The Bosnia List: A Memoir of War, Exile, and Return (2014) by Kenan Trebincevic  

 

At age eleven, Kenan Trebincevic was a happy, karate-loving kid living with his family in the quiet Eastern 
European town of Brcko. Then, in the spring of 1992, war broke out and his friends, neighbors and teammates 
all turned on him. Pero - Kenan's beloved karate coach - showed up at his door with an AK-47 - screaming: 
"You have one hour to leave or be killed!" Kenan’s only crime: he was Muslim. This poignant, searing memoir 
chronicles Kenan’s miraculous escape from the brutal ethnic cleansing campaign that swept the former 
Yugoslavia. After two decades in the United States, Kenan honors his father’s wish to visit their homeland, 
making a list of what he wants to do there. Kenan decides to confront the former next door neighbor who 
stole from his mother, see the concentration camp where his Dad and brother were imprisoned and stand on 
the grave of his first betrayer to make sure he’s really dead. Back in the land of his birth, Kenan finds 
something more powerful—and shocking—than revenge. 

 

 
The Scarlet Letter (1850) by Nathaniel Hawthorne    
     

This powerful gothic drama, set in Puritan Boston, tells the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter 
through an adulterous affair with an unnamed man. Branded with a scarlet A, and isolated in a strict 
conformist community intent on pushing her to the fringes of this wild and emerging country, Hester 
struggles to forge a new, dignified existence with her daughter. Then a mysterious individual arrives, intent on 
unmasking her companion. 

 

 
A Farewell to Arms (1929) by Ernest Hemingway 

 

The unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front and his passion for a beautiful 
English nurse. Set against the looming horrors of the battlefield—weary, demoralized men marching in the 
rain during the German attack on Caporetto; the profound struggle between loyalty and desertion—this 
gripping, semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its 
inexorable sweep.  

 

 
A Streetcar Named Desire (1947) by Tennessee Williams 

 

Streetcar Named Desire shows a turbulent confrontation between traditional values in the American South - 
an old-world graciousness and beauty running decoratively to seed - set against the rough-edged, aggressive 
materialism of the new world. Through the vividly characterized figures of Southern belle Blanche Dubois, 
seeking refuge from physical ugliness in decayed gentility, and her brutal brother-in-law Stanley Kowalski, 
Tennessee Williams dramatizes his sense of the South's past as still active and often destructive in modern 
America. 
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English III 
 

Please read the one book listed below. 

 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 

 

Written Assignments: Please complete the following: 
 

1. Pre-Reading (15 points): In journal format, write a reaction to one of the following quotes. You may 
choose to write about your opinion on the quote, if you agree or disagree with the quote, if the quote 
applies to your personal life/someone you know, etc. This will be graded for originality, clarity, 
thoroughness, and mechanics and due on the first day of school. 

1) “Although, like anyone, I have my moments of discouragement, I’ve learned to use my challenges 
to push me forward.” -Lynn Soraya 
 

2) “It seems that for success in science or art, a dash of Autism is essential.” -Hans Asperger 
 

3) “The difference between high-functioning and low-functioning is that high-functioning means 
your deficits are ignored, and low-functioning means your assets are ignored.” -Laura Tisoncik 
 

4) “Those without a disability are often times more disabled than those with a disability.” -Unknown 
 

2. Active Reading (60 points):  While you are reading The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, 
you will complete entries into a Double-Entry Journal. On Ms. Amador’s HomeworkNow page, 
(http://www.homeworknow.com/hwnow/gethw.php?username=AMADORM), you will find a folder titled, “Summer 
Reading.” Here you will have the option to use a template to help you format and complete the 
assignment appropriately. This will also be collected on the first day of school and graded for 
mechanics, thoroughness, clarity, and insight. 
 

a. The left side of your table must contain your selected quotes. You must choose ten (10) quotes 
from throughout the entire novel to respond to. 

i.    Each quote must be cited using MLA format. 
ii.  Longer quotes may be shortened using an ellipsis. For example: “I got Shiobhan to draw… 

faces move very quickly (Haddon 4) 
 

b. The right side of your table must comment on each of the quotes that you have selected. Your 
response must be thorough, thoughtful, and grammatically correct. A full-credit response will be 
a minimum of 4 sentences. You may respond to any of the following questions; however, your 
responses must be VARIED. You may not use the same prompt listed more than two times. 

 
i.     How did you first react emotionally upon reading this section? 
ii.    Do you note any type of literary device(s) within this quote? 
iii.   Does this passage remind you of any other works that you have read/films that you have 

seen? 
iv.   Can you analyze the meaning behind this passage? 
v.    Does this selection show progress of a particular character? 
vi.   Were more questions raised as a result of this event? 
vii.  Does the syntax of the quote make it difficult to follow? 
viii.  Does this quote help you characterize anyone in the novel? 

 

http://www.homeworknow.com/hwnow/gethw.php?username=AMADORM
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An example of a full credit (4 points) Double-Entry Journal item can be found below: 

 

Quote My Response 

“I had been hugging the dog for 4 minutes 
when I heard screaming. I looked up and 
saw Mrs. Shears running toward me from 
the patio. She was wearing pajamas and a 
housecoat. Her toenails were painted bright 
pink and she had no shoes on” (Haddon 6). 
 
 
 

 

 

+2 points 

This particular passage introduces a tone of 
mystery to the novel. The reader is now left 
wondering why Mrs. Shears has this reaction to 
Christopher hugging a dog. Is it her dog? The 
passage is also telling of the different elements of 
everyday life that can distract Christopher, such as 
Mrs. Shears’ nail polish and wardrobe choice. In 
such a traumatizing situation, it is interesting that 
he chooses to take note of seemingly benign 
details.                            

 

+4 points   

 
This assignment will count as a quiz grade. 
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English III Honors 
 

Please read the following books in the given order: 
 

 Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

 Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
 

ALL work is to be done independently. If you choose to work in study groups to discuss the works please be 
sure to use your own words and thoughts when responding in writing. Group work will not be accepted. 
 
Also, please note that these pieces are to be read in a particular order beginning with Jane Eyre and ending 
with The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.  
 

Written Assignments: 

Please note the following: 
● Your pre-reading and active reading exercises will be collected on the first day of school. These 

responses will be graded for originality, clarity, thoroughness, and mechanics. 

● If you have any questions feel free to email me: amador.meagan@cgschools.org 

 

Jane Eyre: Assignments 

1. Pre-Reading (15 points): In journal format, write a reaction to one of the following statements/quotes. 
This will be graded for originality, clarity, thoroughness, and mechanics. You MAY use first person 
perspective in your responses. 
 

a. You can overcome your past no matter how bad it is. 
 

b. “‘...it is madness in all women to let a secret love kindle within them, which, if unreturned and 
unknown, must devour the life that feeds it; and, if discovered and responded to, must lead, 
ignis-fatuus-like, into miry wilds whence there is no extrication.’” -Charlotte Bronte 
 

c. Loving and respecting oneself is the key to happiness and independence. 
 

d. “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” -Proverb 
 

e. “You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.” -A.A. 
Milne  
 

f. The treatment of a human is not subject to their gender. 
 

2. Active Reading (30 points): While you are reading Jane Eyre, keep a literary log in your composition 
notebooks in note-taking format. All questions will be graded for completeness, questions A, C, D, and 
F will be graded for originality, thoroughness, clarity, and mechanics. 
 

a. CHARACTER: Explain why you admire/dislike a character from the novel. Include at least two 

passage references that led you to this view. 

b. THEMES: Address two themes presented in the novel. Discuss impact on plot and character. 

Include a passage that demonstrates each theme’s presence and explain. 
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c. GENRE: Provide a definition of a “gothic novel.” Address at least two passages that qualify Jane 

Eyre as a gothic novel. 

d. SETTING: How do each of the 5 different houses or schools parallel a certain stage of Jane’s life?  

e. TECHNIQUES: Select specific techniques (i.e. figurative language, symbols, irony, style, etc.) 

utilized by Bronte which you find significant. 

f. Select two passages of substance which impressed you emotionally and explain. 
 

Wide Sargasso Sea: Assignments 

 

1. Active Reading (60 points): As you read Wide Sargasso Sea, complete the following Double-Entry 
Journal assignment to help you compare Rhys’ novel with Bronte’s. On my HomeworkNow.com page, 
you will find a folder titled, “Summer Reading;” here you will have the option to use a template to help 
you format and complete the assignment appropriately.  This will be graded for originality, clarity, 
thoroughness, and mechanics.  

a. The left side of your table must contain your selected quotes. You must choose ten (10) quotes 

from throughout the entire novel to respond to. . Each properly cited quote is worth 2 points. 

i. Each quote must be cited using MLA format. 

ii. Longer quotes may be shortened using an ellipsis. For example: “But I looked...quite 

soon now” (Rhys 121).  
 

b. The right side of your table must comment on each of the quotes that you have selected. A full-
credit (4 points) response will be a minimum of 4 sentences. You may respond to any of the 
following questions, however your responses must be VARIED. You may not use the same 
prompt listed more than two times. 

i. How did you first react emotionally upon reading this section? 

ii. Do you note any type of literary device(s) within this quote? 

iii. Does this passage remind you of any other works that you have read/films that you have 

seen? 

iv. Can you analyze the meaning behind this passage? 

v. Does this selection show progress of a particular character? 

vi. Were more questions raised as a result of this event? 

vii. Does the syntax of the quote make it difficult to follow? 

viii. Does this quote help you characterize anyone in the novel? 
 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time: The assignment for this 

novel will be completed in class. 
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Summer Reading – Book Synopsis 
 

English III & English III Honors 
 
 

Jane Eyre (1834) by Charlotte Brontë  
 

Jane Eyre, the story of a young girl and her passage into adulthood, was an immediate commercial success at 
the time of its original publication in 1847. Its representation of the underside of domestic life and the 
hypocrisy behind religious enthusiasm drew both praise and bitter criticism, while Charlotte Brontë's striking 
expose of poor living conditions for children in charity schools as well as her poignant portrayal of the 
limitations faced by women who worked as governesses sparked great controversy and social debate. Jane 
Eyre, Brontë's best-known novel, remains an extraordinary coming-of-age narrative, and one of the great 
classics of literature. 

 
 
 

Wide Sargasso Sea (1992) by Jean Rhys 
 

Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress Antoinette Cosway meets 
a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. After their marriage, however, 
disturbing rumors begin to circulate which poison her husband against her. Caught between his demands 
and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably driven towards madness, and her 
husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study of betrayal, a seminal work of 
postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece. 

 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (2004) by Mark Haddon 

 

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime 
number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot 
stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's quest to 
investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and 
widely heralded novels in recent years. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charlotte-Bront%C3%AB/e/B000APWO72/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Humanities English IV 
 

Please read the following text: 
 

 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
 
Please complete the following assignment: 
 

 Double Entry Journal 
o Record 10 quotes that you found significant in the text. 

Á Make sure you are using quotes from various points in the text. 
Á Each quote must be cited using MLA citation format. 

 
o Analyze the quote using one of the following prompts (do not use the same prompt more 

than once): 
1. How does this quote add to the plot? 
2. How does this quote demonstrate a conflict that is present in the text? 
3. How does this quote add to the characterization of at least one of the characters? 
4. How does this quote help the author establish the setting of the text? 
5. How does this quote emotionally affect you? Why? 
6. What questions might this quote encourage you to ask? 
7. How does this quote add to a specific theme that is present in the text? 
8. Why do you think the author included this quote? 
9. How do you think this quote will affect the rest of the story? 
10. How does this quote connect to a quote from earlier in the text? 

 
This assignment will count as a quiz grade. 
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Humanities Honors English IV 
Please read of the following text: 
 

 The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
 

 

Please complete the following assignment: 

 Double Entry Journal 
 

o Record one significant quote from each chapter. 
Á You will have 25 quotes. 
Á Each quote must be cited using MLA citation format. 

 
o Analyze the quote using one of the following prompts: 

1. How does this quote add to the plot? 
2. How does this quote demonstrate a conflict that is present in the text? 
3. How does this quote provide characterization? 
4. How does this quote help the author establish the setting of the text? 
5. How does this quote emotionally affect you? Why? 
6. What questions might this quote encourage you to ask? 
7. How does this quote add to a specific theme that is present in the text? 
8. Why do you think the author included this quote? 
9. How do you think this quote will affect the rest of the story? 
10. How does this quote connect to a quote from earlier in the text? 

 
This assignment will count as a quiz grade. 
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Advanced Placement English 
 

Novels 
 Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad   

 Siddhartha by Herman Hesse 
 

Plays 
 Oedipus the King and Antigone by Sophocles 

 Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare 

 A Doll House by H. Ibsen 
 

 
 

Please develop the following format and have it ready, in brief and concise written form as we begin 
consideration of each work of literature in this course. 

1. What ideas did the work elicit? 

2. Your emotional and intellectual reactions to the work.  Why? 

3. Mention any particular technique(s) utilized by the author which you especially noted, admired, and/or 

disliked. 

4. Designate (page, chapter, surrounding action) one or more passages which especially impressed you.  

Briefly, discuss why you were impressed. 

5. Did the work remind you of any other reading you have done?  Which?  Why? 

 

 

 

Use at least 2 works from summer reading and other selections can be from previous years.  Must be of 

literary merit.  No bestsellers. 

Directions:  Use a different work for the first 3 sections. 

1. Relate the meaning of the story to your own experiences, values, or tastes by using specifics from the 

novel or play. 

2. Choose a character from a novel or play and why you admire/dislike him or her. 

3. Looking at a book review format (NY TIMES), choose one novel or play and write a review for the 

public.  Be creative. 

4. Write a short paper that clarifies your taste in literature which shows what you like or dislike. 

 
 

 

Literary Log   

Portfolio   
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Summer Reading – Book Synopsis 
 

Humanities English IV, Humanities English Honors IV, & AP 
English 

 
 

Things Fall Apart (1958) by Chinua Achebe 

 

Things Fall Apart tells two intertwining stories, both centering on Okonkwo, a “strong man” of an Ibo village 
in Nigeria. The first, a powerful fable of the immemorial conflict between the individual and society, traces 
Okonkwo’s fall from grace with the tribal world. The second, as modern as the first is ancient, concerns the 
clash of cultures and the destruction of Okonkwo's world with the arrival of aggressive European 
missionaries.  

 
 
 

The Kite Runner (2004) by Khaled Hosseini 

 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 
father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being 
destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 
exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 
 
 
 

Heart of Darkness (1902) by Joseph Conrad 

 

The tale concerns the journey of the Marlow up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far 
upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike sway over the 
inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is brought face to face with the 
corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human existence. 
 

 
 
 
 

Siddhartha (1922) by Herman Hesse 
 

Set in ancient India, Hermann Hesse's Siddhartha follows the spiritual journey of a young man who leaves his 
family home and meets the Buddha. An exploration of both Buddhist philosophy and individual 
morality, Siddhartha charts a quest from ascetic simplicity to worldly luxury and back again. While he draws 
on the Buddha's teachings, Siddhartha ultimately forges his own path, creating a personal philosophy that has 
fascinated readers for nearly a century. Siddhartha is considered one the most influential works written by 
Hesse, who was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, and a classic of 20th century  
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Oedipus the King and Antigone by Sophocles 
 

The plays that tell the story of the fated Theban royal family—Antigone, Oedipus the King, and Oedipus at 
Colonus—are among the most enduring and timeless dramas ever written  
The most famous tragedies of Sophocles feature Oedipus and also Antigone: they are generally known as the 
Theban plays, although each play was actually a part of a different tetralogy, the other members of which 
are now lost. Sophocles influenced the development of the drama, most importantly by adding a third actor, 
thereby reducing the importance of the chorus in the presentation of the plot  

 
 
 

Four Major Plays: Doll's House (1879) by Henrik Ibsen 

On Christmas Eve, Nora and Torvald Helmer host unexpected guests: Nora’s friend Kristine, Dr. Rank, a close 
family friend, and Krogstad, an employee at Torvald’s bank. As the Helmers contend with their guests’ hidden 
agendas and deceits in their own marriage, Nora is forced to confront her husband’s true selfish nature and 
acknowledge what she truly desires from life. Written in 1879, Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House was scandalous 
for its criticism of nineteenth-century marriage and the constraints on women’s identities in the male-

dominated society of the time. 

 
 

Much Ado About Nothing includes two quite different stories of romantic love. Hero and Claudio fall in love 
almost at first sight, but an outsider, Don John, strikes out at their happiness. Beatrice and Benedick are kept 
apart by pride and mutual antagonism until others decide to play Cupid. 


